
The Pill  
introduced

Berlin Wall 
constructed

Vietnam/US 
incursion escalates

John completes Third 
year at Liverpool 
Art School

John Lennon
Born October 9, 1940

The Silver Beetles
are formed

1960
Cuban missile crisis

The Rolling 
Stones form

Bob Dylan releases

Julian Lennon
born Decca Records decline to 

sign the Beatles, choosing 
the Tremeloes instead

George Martin signs the 
Beatles to Parlophone EMI 

The Beatles debut 
at the Cavern Club

John marries
Cynthia Powell

The Beatles play 
their farewell show
at the Cavern Club

The Beatles 
tour the US
and Australia

John’s book
In his own write
is published

John’s book
A Spainard in the
Works is published

John says
“we are more 
popular than Jesus”

John meets
Yoko Ono

Malcolm X
assassinated

Marilyn Monroe
Dies

Pink Floyd
formed

Blackpower civil 
rights movement 
gains momentum

Summer of Love

Six Day 
War, Israel

My Lai Masacre
in Vietnam

John meets
Bob Dylan

John meets
Elvis Presley

March

1962

1963

1964

March

February

Novem
ber

Paris 
riots

Robert F. Kennedy
assassinated

The Field exhibition
opens in Melbourne

American artist Christo
wraps part of the coast 
at Little Bay in Sydney

May

July

1965

1966

1961

Reintroduction of 
conscription in Australia

Robert Menzies 
retires

Introduction of
decimal currency
in Australia

Billy Thorpe and
the Aztecs form

A Hard Day’s Night 
movie released

Help movie 
released

Magical Mystery Tour
movie released

Beatles last US
concert in San
Francisco

John and Cynthia
travel to India 

John and 
Cynthia
divorce

John marries
Yoko Ono

John and Yoko’s
Bed in for Peace

Yellow Submarine
movie released

Harold Holt
disappears

Referendum formally 
establishes equal status 
of Australian Aborigines

Beatles manager
Brian Epstein Dies

Nelson Mandela 
sentenced to 
life imprisonment

John F. Kennedy
assassinated

Australian forces 
sent to Vietnam

D
ecem

ber

Martin Luther
King assassinated

Hair the musical 
opens on Broadway

Soviet invasion
of Czechoslovakia

Woodstock

April

1967

August 

August 

August 

Man lands 
on the Moon

July

August 

August 

D
ecem

ber 

1968

1969

Novem
ber

Beatles last concert 
on the roof of Apple 
Studio

June
June

1962

Martin Luther King
“I have a dream” speech

August

The Beatles meet 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi

August 

Ronald Ryan hanged, the 
last person to be legaly
executed in Australia

The Little Red Book
Published

May

Ju
ne

Ju
ne
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John and Yoko shave
and donate their hair 
for auction to support
Blackpower

The Beatles

John moves 
to the US

US instigate deportation 
proceedings against John

John and Yoko
separate

Sean Ono Lennon
born

John granted permanent
residence in the US

John shot 
dead outside the 
Dakota Hotel

John and Yoko
reconcile

Beginning of 
The Lost Weekend,
John moves to LA 
with May Pang

Sydney Opera
House opens

Bag One, John’s exhibition
of erotic lithographs shut 
down by Scotland Yard on
grounds that it is pornography

Let it Be
movie released

The 747
introduced

Daddy Cool
forms

Westgate Bridge 
collapses

The Female Eunuch
published

1970

A Clockwork Orange World Trade 
Centre opens

Australia withdraws 
from Vietnam

Neville Bonner

member of Parliament

White Australia 
Policy scrapped

Colour TV
introduced

April

Skyhooks, Cold Chisel, 
AC/DC form

May

Octo
ber

1971

1972

1974

1973

Jimi Hendrix
dies

Greenpeace
founded

Janis Joplin
dies

Ja
nuary

Septe
m

ber

First Sunbury 
Music Festival

Aboriginal Tent Embassy
set up outside Parliament House

Munich Olympics
hostage massacre

Fall of Saigon

Oil embargo

Septem
ber

February

Nixon resigns 
over Watergate

Sex Pistols
formed

August

June

October

1975

Elvis Presley dies

Star Wars 

May

May

First test tube
baby born

July

Soviet Union 
invades Afghanistan

Decem
ber

1976

1977

1978 

1979 

1980 

8 Decem
ber 1980 

Octo
ber

Whitlam Government
dismissed

Sony release
the Walkman

Mad Max 

Azaria Chamberlain
disappears 

US Embassy Hostage 
crisis, Tehran

Novem
ber

Novem
ber

August

Cyclone Tracy
hits Darwin

Whitlam Government
elected

D
ecem

ber 

August

designed by indigenous 
elder Harold Thomas 

Ja
nuary

Dece
m

ber

April
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